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Xia Yanguo: Let’s Take a Good Look

As a new non-profit, experimental art space, how should de Art Center’s first
exhibition be curated? This question has been on my mind for quite some time. Now
it is my pleasure to work with Ju Anqi to present his solo here.

In China Ju is reputed as an alternative figure both in film-making and fine arts.
Deriving from his own experience and combining methods from the two fields, his
works shed new light on experimental video. The structured film language, when
abstracted and merged with transformed contemporary art concepts, impress us with
sober confusion, humorous helplessness, and checked impulse to express. In a manner
of speaking, his art is made for those who are awake.

The theme of interaction between human beings and social atmosphere run through
his works from There’s a Strong Wind in Beijing to Poet on a Business Trip. The
recent ones have however shifted to what is more specific, and the highlights also
moved from documentary representation with facts and reality to an artificial field
that relies on the camera to focalize and magnify.

At this exhibition titled 1.5~2°C Lower than Body Temperature, a series of works, all
complementing one another, discuss the relation between desire and reality from
different perspectives. It is impossible for our social desire to stand along, as it is
intricately interwoven with its surroundings. Our desire may come from different



sources, but it will inevitably and instinctively find ways to released itself; otherwise
the “body” will be trapped in an impasse.

Ju prefers to push his art to an extreme, so here what we see in ordinary life is
magnified to be something absurd, poetically absurd. Sometimes it can put the
viewers at a loss. Restricted: Gaze, for example, while posing a seemingly prolonged
sexual scene, forces the viewers into a simple and cramped space for imagination to
be an accomplice of desire and power. The new works to be presented at this solo in
de Art Center, objectively speaking, inspire less terror. Rather they faithfully represent
the generally ignored natural physical responses which vary with the ambient
temperature, therefore visually almost fulfilling viewers’ all expectations. When
projected onto the wall that is several hundred times bigger than the screen, these
realistic and authentic shots with distinct dynamic images might still be a challenge to
the viewers if they attempt to catch all the images.

The fundamental difference between the two works lies of course in the content.
Please take a good look, and you will find more.

**For more information, please visit our official account and sign up for an interview.

(Special thanks to all the actors present)
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FAINSE: ULfE&E1E. ARTEXB., /KB

INAUGURAL EXHIBITION

1.5-2°C Lower than Body Temperature
Aartist: JU Anqi

Curator: Xia Yanguo

Opening: 2018.3.20 16:00

Open Hours:

Tue, Thu, Sat (Reservation Required)
10:00 - 18:00

Address: 3 Zhangzizhong Road, Dongcheng, Beijing (inside

Duan Qirui Former Government Building)

Contact: +86-156-1188-7174
info(@deartcenter.org

Access: Subway - Take Line 5 to Zhangzizhonglu Station, Exit
A, and walk 100m west along Zhangzizhong Road.
Special Thanks:

Beijing Virture Consulting Co, ARTEXB., Mi TV

Reservation Information:



* Please leave your name, number of visitors, contact
information to either of the following address:
WeChat: deArtCenter

Email: info(@deartcenter.org



